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IN THE FOCUS

CSO PANEL NEWSLETTER           May-August 2021

Dear Members of the Accredited CSOs to the UNCCD,

This summer had been marked by intense heat waves that have burnt away the vegetation and destroyed our soil
and some of the most rare ecosystems of the world. This summer, there was not a region that has not suffered
because of the changing climate. We would like to extend our support and prayers to the countries that have been
struggling to contain the raging wildfires, including firefighters, putting their lives on the line to stop these fires.

A recently released report by the Intergovernmental Panel for Climate Change (IPCC), states that “Human
influence has warmed the climate at a rate that is unprecedented in at least the last 2000 years.” According to the
scientists, we are in a climate crisis and we need to act before it’s too late. Let us strengthen our efforts, like never
before, to halt and reverse land and environmental degradation and desertification.

With this said, we present to you the latest issue of our newsletter, which includes news and work updates from 
the CSO networks, summary report of the CSOs meeting with the LDN Fund and TAF, report on the World 
Desertification and Drought Day, GGW Accelerator and upcoming events. Enjoy the reading and stay tuned!

We look forward to staying in touch with you!
Your CSO Panel (Csopanel@unccd.int)

New schedule for COP 15

Originally scheduled for 2021 but postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the next UNCCD Conference of the
Parties (COP 15) is scheduled in May 2022 in Côte d’Ivoire (Africa).

The CSO panel look forward to this important meeting and will
assume its tasks for preparing a collective participation of CSOs
from all regions.

Registration for the first part of COP 15 is open until 1 October
2021. Information on further arrangements for the session will be
communicated to all Parties and observers in due time.

The ENB summary of UNCCD COP 14 is here.

mailto:Csopanel@unccd.int
https://enb.iisd.org/events/14th-session-conference-parties-un-convention-combat-desertification-cop-14/summary-report-2
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SUMMARY REPORT 
Dialogue between CSOs, Land Degradation Neutrality Fund and TAF - 17 May 2021

The online session was organized by the UNCCD CSOs Panel

in collaboration with the Land Degradation Neutrality Fund

stakeholders (Mirova and IDH - the Sustainable Trade

Initiative). Representatives of about 70 CSOs accredited to

the UNCCD from different regions attended to the event.

The meeting served to increase the CSO’s awareness and

understanding of the LDN Fund, its financing process,

effects on communities and ecosystems, and contribution

to achieving LDN, as well as share experiences and lessons

learned on land restoration/SLM projects.

CSOs were also provided with the opportunity to showcase

their actions, learn about investment opportunities,

forward questions and get feedback from the Fund

managers during the session. Read more.

The GGW Accelerator

The One Planet Summit, hosted by France in January 2021, launched a multi-

stakeholder Great Green Wall Accelerator, through which several multilateral and

bilateral organizations have committed to finance the GGW until 2025 up to 16.2

billion euros.

1. To be able to better monitor ongoing activities in the field and to measure the progress made on the Great 

Green Wall on a more regular basis within a common accountability framework for countries and partners.

This will involve consultation with partners to build an accountability framework around harmonized 

indicators, capacity building of GGW agencies (national and pan-African) as well as their monitoring and 

evaluation systems, and the publication of an annual progress report and the organization of an annual 

monitoring meeting.

2. Link available funding sources more effectively to project opportunities.

Previous discussions have shown that many project proponents, particularly from civil society, have 

proposals for action but no funding opportunities. Donors, on the other hand, say they do not receive 

enough proposals for projects that contribute to GGW. The accelerator will need to establish good 

coordination between current project owners, donors, implementers, and beneficiaries of the GGW, and 

this will require dissemination of the new accountability framework based on the five pillars of action. The 

accelerator team is currently considering the idea of a networking and matchmaking platform. A 

consultation will be conducted to define and validate its functions and CSOs are among the partners that 

will be consulted. 

The accelerator aims to facilitate the coordination and collaboration of donors and stakeholders involved in the

initiative. But also, to monitor and measure the impact of their actions. The accelerator will be coordinated by

the Pan African Agency for the Great Green Wall (PAAGGW), with initial support from the UNCCD.

The Accelerator is not a new structure, it is not an additional tool, and it should be complementary to existing

GGW institutions, entities, and processes, and it will support them around three objectives:

The goal of the event was to establish an interactive 

discussion among civil society organizations (CSOs) and LDN 

Fund, as well as to promote and enhance the understanding 

of the role of the CSOs, indigenous people and local 

communities toward stronger collaboration to achieve LDN 

at various levels. 

https://csopanel.org/summary-report-dialogue-between-csos-and-ldn-fund-the-way-toward-stronger-collaboration-to-achieve-ldn-17-may-2021/
https://www.oneplanetsummit.fr/en
https://www.unccd.int/actionsgreat-green-wall-initiative/great-green-wall-accelerator
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Identify new funding opportunities for the GGW program.
This involves both an appropriate follow-up of ongoing activities of multilateral and bilateral official 
development assistance partners. It also includes mobilizing additional funds from private and public 
sources for the implementation of the GGW.
Civil society and African regional organizations are among the partners that must be involved in the
framework of the accelerator and its activities. Initial exchanges have already taken place with certain
partners, but they need to be strengthened. To this end, we also regularly exchange with the departments
in charge of partnerships and CSOs at the Convention. For more information click here.

3.

The 2021 Desertification and Drought Day has been celebrated
all over the world on June 17th. Over 100 registered events have
been held to celebrate this important day, which coincided with the
25 years since the ratification of the Convention in January 1996.

Tree-planting activities, virtual forums, press conference, media talk
discussions, TV broadcasts and newspaper supplements with
targeted messages, release of new documentary on rangelands, art
competitions, awarding of recognition certificates, exhibition of new
technologies, donation of water tanks and distribution of publicity materials like brochures and posters all have
been recorded to have taken place from Columbia to USA, Kenya to Hungary, Belarus to Turkey, Turkmenistan
to India and through China to Mongolia. Read more about the events here.

“We must act now to reverse land
degradation. There is hope. This year, we
enter the UN Decade of Ecosystem
Restoration. Restoring natural ecosystems can
reduce land degradation and restore hope.”

Ibrahim Thiaw on 
Desertification and Drought Day 2021

Full statement here.

https://csopanel.org/briefing-note-on-the-great-green-wall-accelerator/
https://www.unccd.int/actions17-june-desertification-and-drought-day2021-desertification-and-drought-day/2021-events
https://www.unbonn.org/news/ibrahim-thiaw-desertification-and-drought-day-2021
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NEWS FROM THE REGIONS / CSO NETWORKS

Pastoral communities’ territories of life in Asia: Tales of coexistence
Virtual Workshop on Rangelands and Pastoralism in Asia, 16 July 2016

To acknowledge the vital roles of rangelands and pastoralism for human
wellbeing and nature conservation and to support the proposed
International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP) in 2026, ICCA
Consortium co-organized a virtual workshop on 16 July 2021, on pastoral
communities’ territories of life in grasslands/rangelands across Eurasia.

The high-level objectives of this inaugural event were to establish an Asia-
wide learning network on rangelands and pastoralism, mainly concerning
local and Indigenous pastoral communities’ territories of life, and to
promote the IYRP 2026 ahead of its expected adoption by the UN General
Assembly in September. Read more

The CETRA initiative in Brazil implements the agroecological approach on a farm and at the same time supports
gender equality in a municipality through feminist debates and awareness raising on women's rights.

• In Morocco, the Mohammedia olive oil cooperative facilitates market access for its members and promotes
their products.

• The Burkinabè company Bioprotect develops biopesticides and disseminates the techniques for
manufacturing these products to producers.

• The Bryanston Market initiative in South Africa makes it possible to obtain an alternative certification that
allows the sale of agroecological products at fairer prices.

• The Guélack initiative is a group of livestock farmers in Senegal which, by pooling resources, diversifies
their sources of income and improves their living conditions and those of the village.

• The Indian NGO AMEF (Agriculture Man Ecology Foundation) contributes to the dissemination of
agroecological practices among farmers through the creation of demonstration plots, the co-design of
participatory technologies, or the strengthening of youth or other local NGOs and institutions.

• In Ethiopia, ABN promotes the establishment of seed cooperatives, where traditional seeds are saved and
managed by communities.

All the initiative sheets have been published in the Avaclim news section, as well as in the CARI data base.

Agroecology for sustainable land management

Avaclim is a project led by the NGO CARI that valorises more than 40
agroecological initiatives selected by partner NGOs in 8 different
countries. The characterisation of these initiatives through documented

study cases and the evaluation of the agroecological performance of a selection of them constitute the core of
the Avaclim project. Whether in terms of types of actors, activities or scale, the diversity of initiatives is
impressive. We would like to present some of these initiatives:

https://www.iccaconsortium.org/index.php/2021/07/23/pastoral-communities-territories-of-life-in-asia-tales-of-coexistence/
https://avaclim.org/fiches-initiatives-bresil/
https://avaclim.org/fiches-initiatives-maroc/
https://avaclim.org/fiches-initiatives-burkina-faso/
https://avaclim.org/fiches-initiatives-afrique-du-sud/
https://avaclim.org/fiches-initiatives-senegal/
https://avaclim.org/fiches-initiatives-inde/
https://avaclim.org/actualites/
http://www.cariassociation.org/Centre-de-ressources/(search_word)/AVACLIM/(advancedSearch)/publications/(tab)/publications/(search)/1/(page)/1/(country)/null/(collection)/null/(language)/Anglais
https://avaclim.org/
http://www.cariassociation.org/
https://avaclim.org/les-partenaires/
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UPCOMMING/ ONGOING EVENTS

23 SEPTEMBER 2021 / UN General Assembly, New York
The United Nations Food Systems Summit aimed at raising global
awareness and land global commitments and actions that transform food
systems to resolve not only hunger, but to reduce diet-related disease and
heal the planet. The Secretary-General is calling for collective action of all
citizens to radically change the way we produce, process, and consume food.
Read more.

02-06 MAY 2022 / Seoul, Korea
The XV World Forestry Congress will take place under
the theme "Building a Green, Healthy and Resilient Future
with Forests" to further develop the outcomes of major
global events scheduled before the Congress, including the
Rio Conventions’ Conferences of the Parties. the IUCN
World Conservation Congress and the UN Food Systems
Summit. More information here.

3-11 SEPTEMBER 2021 / Marseille, France and online
IUCN World Conservation Congress The first hybrid in-person
and virtual environmental event since the pandemic began, the
Congress will drive action on nature-based recovery, climate
change and biodiversity for decades to come. For registration and
more information visit here.

*** Several UNCCD-accredited CSOs will be attending the Congress and organizing events related to the UNCCD.
In this regard, the CSO Panel would like to know if:

- You or your organization will be attending the IUCN congress
- Your institution is organizing an event during the congress (physical or virtually)

We would highly appreciate if you could share the information either by replying to this message or dropping us
few lines to csopanel@unccd.int

UN Food Systems Summit Dialogues (FSSD)

As anticipation is building for the United Nations Food Systems
Summit (UNFSS) set to take place on September 23rd, some
CSOs have been taking a lead to contribute directly to the
Summit’s ambitious vision and objectives.

disabilities and other vulnerable groups and traditional rulers to have a seat at the table at the milestone Summit.
GCSAYN has held over 80 dialogues since January 5th, bringing together a diversity of stakeholders, including
voices that are seldom heard, and provided an important opportunity for participants to debate, collaborate, and
take action toward transforming the food systems. Find out more about events here.

One such organization is the Climate Smart Agricultural Youth
Network Global (GCSAYN) that has been pushing independent
UN Food Systems Summit Dialogues (FSSD) together with its big
network of volunteers in over 100 countries within Africa, Asia,
North America, LAC and Europe. The dialogues offer a powerful
opportunity for people, particularly youth, women, people with

https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit/news/un-food-systems-summit
https://wfc2021korea.org/online/notice.html?act=view&aid=67
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/
https://csaynglobal.org/
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THANKS EVERYONE FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS!

This newsletter has been produced by the UNCCD CSO panel with financial
support of the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). The
content of this newsletter does not necessarily reflect the views of SDC.

Previous issues of the newsletter available here

https://csopanel.org/news/

